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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1-24. (Canceled) 

25. (Currently amended) An image processing method, comprising; 
determining a background area of an image; 

determining a person area of the image as an area of the image other than the background 
area of the image; and 

sizing the image based on a size of the person area of the image such that the size of the 
person area is a predetermined person area size, 

wherein the step of determining the background area of the image comprises: 
separating the image into a plurality of areas; and 

wherein the step of separating the image into the plurality of areas comprises: 
comparing properties of adjoining pixels of the image; and 

determining that two adjoining pixels belong in the same area if the compared properties 
of the two adjoining pixels are less than predetermined thresholds for each property comp^ed, 
and 

determining whether or not the each area of the plurality of areas belongs in the 
background area based on any on e or mor e- of -a comparison of the each area with a reference 
background area, a siz e of th e e ach ar e a, or an av e rage coordinate of th e pix e ls of th e e ach aroa^ 

aftd ^wherein the reference backgroxmd area includes at least one comer of the image^ and 

wherein the step of determining whether or not the each area of the plurality of areas 
belongs in the background area based on the comparison of the each ^ea with the reference 
background area includes determining that the each area belongs in the background area if 

a difference between an average lumin^ce value of the pixels of the each area 
and an average luminance value of the reference background area is within a 
predetermined limiinance difference threshold and a difference between an average 
chromaticity value of the pixels of the each area and an average chromaticity value of the 
reference backgroimd area is within a predetermined chromaticity diiference threshold, or 
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a difference between an average red (R) value of the pixels of the each area and 
an average R value of the reference background area is within a predetermined R 
difference threshold, a difference between an average green (G) value of the pixels of the 
each area and an average G value of the reference background area is within a 
predetermined G difference threshold and a difference between an average blue (B) value 
of the pixels of the each area and an average B value of the reference background area is 
within a predetermined B difference threshold, 

26-27, (Canceled) 

28. (Previously Presented) The image processing method as defined in claim 25, wherein the 
properties of the adjoining pixels compared include: 

luminance and chromaticity values; or 

red (R)^ green (G) and blue (B) values. 

29-31. (Canceled) 

32. (Previously Presented) The image processing method as defined in claim 25, further 
comprising abstracting a facial area based on the person area. 

33. (Previously Presented) The image processing method as defined in claim 32, wherein the 
step of abstracting the facial area based on the person area comprises determining that an area of 
the person area is the facial area when a color of the of the area is determined to be a skin 
pigmentation color. 

34. (Previously Presented) The image processing method as defined in claim 33, further 
comprising correcting the facial area to a target skin pigmentation color. 
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35-49. (Canceled) 

50. (Previously Presented) The image processing method as defined in claim 25, further 
comprising: 

allowing a user to select the predetermined person area size fi:om a plurality of 
predetermined person area sizes prior to sizing the image, 

wherein in the step of sizing the image comprises sizing the image based on the selected 
predetermined person area size. 

51-54. (Canceled) 

55* (Previously Presented) The image processing method as defined in claim 25, wherein the 
step of sizing the image based on the size of the person area such that the size of the person area 
is the predetermined size is performed after the image is generated through photography. 

56-57. (Canceled) 
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